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The Silver Lining in the Covid Cloud
Online English Speaking Course by ELTI

Disaster struck around March 2020 in the form of
Covid-19. All seemed bleak, including the education
scenario. Amidst it all the PM gave everyone a call to
gather strength and search for opportunities. Our Basic
education department took up the challenge, and so much
good began happening in spite of the hurdles.

= S = - L = —_— A

The whole vista of the online education that we see
today, in fact, owes itself to the strict distance maintaining
protocols of the Covid times. And we, at the English
Teaching Institute (ELTI), U.P. Prayagraj, had our own
special contribution to make in the form of creating an
Online English Speaking Course and other e- study
materials for teachers.

Spoken English is one of the weak areas of our
teachers in U.P. and the reason is not far to seek. Since a
language is learnt to be spoken in its environment, our
teachers (like all of us) do not have that environment of
English around them. Even if a person has a good
knowledge of a language and can read or write it well it is
not necessary that he or she can also speak it well too. The
reason is that he or she can be good at speaking a language
only if he or she gets ample opportunities to listen and
speak it.

To train a huge number of teachers in a large state as
ours has been a daunting task, not only in its magnitude but
also in reducing the transmission loss in transaction. A

spoken-English course has its own further complexities
like ensuring practice of speaking, imparting a basic
knowledge of grammar, avoiding common errors,
ensuring the General Indian Pronunciation and the correct
accent.

Unlike the traditional cascade system of training,
the concept of the online training course gave the
advantage of reaching out simultaneously to as large a
number of teacher-trainees as available. It also ensured
that there was no transmission loss of the content. Online
training involves small expenditure as compared to off-
line trainings because the expenses on travelling and
accommodation are nil. Monitoring also is better in an
online training as the assessment tests result in immediate
certification.

It was, of course, difficult to plan the training course

from scratch because we had no precedents before us and
the courses available in the private sector did not seem to
suit our requirement and aims. It was also to be seen that
the trainee may not be burdened with difficulty in
accessing the e-content and that it was user-friendly. Our
persistence, and support from the State Project Office,
Samgra Shiksha Abhiyan, U.P. and the SCERT paid off
and we could ultimately design, develop and, launch the
programme.
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The key elements of the Spoken English Course are
as follows-

«  English language course is designed to provide the
required environment of English language and
provide ample practice of listening and speaking
English.

< 132 modules of around 10-12 minutes each have
been prepared keeping the attention-span of the
trainee-teachers in mind. It thus totals around 25
hours.

X Hosted on the DIKSHA portal of the Ministry of
Education, Government of India.

R/

¢ It is much beyond the usual courses existing in the
private sector because it trains in the knowledge of
essential grammar, syntax, common errors along
with the spoken English practice. It follows the
General Indian English based on the British

«*  There are plenty of assessment exercises which
have to be successfully cleared to generate a
certificate of completion ofa module.

At the last count, the course was being attended
by more than 14,000 teachers of English medium Parishad
schools and the English teachers of KGBV and the
teachers have found it really useful. Since the e-material
is hosted on the DIKSHA platform of the Ministry of
Education, Government of India, and can be downloaded
and viewed offline it is very convenient to the teachers.

It is hoped that not only all the teachers of Parishad
schools but even teachers and students of secondary
schools, and the teachers in the private sector, may take
the course and improve their English speaking skills in
future. ¢

Dr. Skand Shukla
PES-Principal,
English Language Teaching Institute,

pronunciation. U.P., Prayagraj
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